
Jesus is God, the perfect High Priest 
and sacrifice, our intercessor 

Some important Biblical Issues 



JESUS IS GOD! 



Jesus declares “I am God” 

• John 8:57-59 

– 57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to 
him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58 “Very truly 
I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was 
born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to 
stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away 
from the temple grounds. 

 



Jesus is God 

• Colossians 1:15-17 

– 15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things 
were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together 



Jesus is God and became man 

• John 1:1-14 
– 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God ,and the Word was God. 2 He was with God 
in the beginning. 

– 3 Through him all things were made; without him 
nothing was made that has been made . . . . 10 He was 
in the world, and though the world was made through 
him, the world did not recognize him. . . 

– 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

 



Jesus, the Son, radiance of God’s glory 

• Hebrews 1:1-3 
– 1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom 
he appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom also he made the universe.  

– 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 
representation of his being, sustaining all things by 
his powerful word.  

– After he had provided purification for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  



Moses’ testimony 

• Deut.18:17-19 

– 17 The LORD said to me: “. . . 18 I will raise up for 
them a prophet like you from among their fellow 
Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He 
will tell them everything I command him. 19 I 
myself will call to account anyone who does not 
listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my 
name. 

– (written @1570 years before Christ) 



Jesus’ reference to Scriptures 

• John 5:39 

– You study the Scriptures diligently because you 
think that in them you have eternal life. These are 
the very Scriptures that testify about me, 

• John 5:46 

– If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for 
he wrote about me. 47 But since you do not 
believe what he wrote, how are you going to 
believe what I say?” 



These will not lead to heaven 

• People/religion who: 
– Deny that Jesus is God, co-equal with the Father 

– Deny that Jesus is the Son of God 

– Deny that Jesus is God and man 
• Insist that Jesus is only a spirit 

• Insist that Jesus is only man 
– Perfect man, but only man 

– A prophet 

– A good man 

– Deny the resurrection 

– Lift up their leaders to be co-equal with Jesus 



LIARS 



Liars 

• John 8:44 
– You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to 

carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 

• 1John 2:22-23 
– 22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is 

the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying 
the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son 
has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has 
the Father also. 

 



The Christ 

• Wikipedia 

– Christ (ancient Greek: Christós, meaning 
'anointed') is a translation of the Hebrew 
(Māšîaḥ), the Messiah, and is used as a 
title for Jesus in the New Testament. 

• Romans 10:4 

– Christ is the culmination of the law so that there 
may be righteousness for everyone who believes. 



The Christ 

• John 1:41 
– The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother 

Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” 
(that is, the Christ). 

• Romans 3:25 
– God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, 

through the shedding of his blood—to be received 
by faith. He did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had 
left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 



Liars 

• 1John 5:10-11 

– 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this 
testimony. Whoever does not believe God has 
made him out to be a liar, because they have not 
believed the testimony God has given about his 
Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given 
us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever 
does not have the Son of God does not have life. 



Liars 

• 1John 1:10 

– If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out 
to be a liar and his word is not in us. 

• 1John 4:20 

– Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother 
or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their 
brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot 
love God, whom they have not seen. 



Liars 

• 1Timothy 4:2-5 
– 2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, 

whose consciences have been seared as with a 
hot iron. 3 They forbid people to marry and order 
them to abstain from certain foods, which God 
created to be received with thanksgiving by those 
who believe and who know the truth. 4 For 
everything God created is good, and nothing is to 
be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the 
word of God and prayer. 

 



JESUS THE HIGH PRIEST 



Jesus , the perfect High Priest and 
perfect sacrifice 

• Hebrews 7:26-28 
– 26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who 

is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 
sinners, exalted above the heavens.  

– 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to 
offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and 
then for the sins of the people.  

– He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he 
offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests 
men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came 
after the law, appointed the Son, who has been 
made perfect forever. 



Cleansing and forgiveness 

• Hebrews 9:21-22 

– 21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood 
both the tabernacle and everything used in its 
ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law requires that 
nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no 
forgiveness. 



The perfect sacrifice (Hebrews 9)  

Elements Old Testament New Testament 

High priest Imperfect people Jesus, the sinless man 

Tabernacle  Man-made Perfect, not man made –  
It is heaven itself 

The sacrifice Bulls, calves, lamb, 
goats 

Jesus himself 

Entry; # of 
sacrifices 

Several times Only once 

Means of entry Blood of bulls and 
calves 

Blood of Jesus 

Redemption Temporary  Eternal 



Hebrews 9:25-28 

• 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and 
again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood that is not his own.  

• 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times 
since the creation of the world.  

• But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the 
ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just 
as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgment, 

• 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 
many; and  

• he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring 
salvation to those who are waiting for him. 



Hebrews 9:25-28 

• 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and 
again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood that is not his own.  

• 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times 
since the creation of the world.  

• But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the 
ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just 
as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 
judgment,2 

• 8 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 
many; and  

• he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring 
salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

1. The sacrifice of the mass or “Eucharist” 
when viewed as a real sacrifice by Jesus 
offered by the priest regularly negates these 
statements in the Bible regarding Jesus’ 
sacrifice only done once in calvary; it is not 
biblical teaching 

2. As a memorial – yes, it is biblical  



JESUS THE SACRIFICE 



Hebrews 9 

• Hebrews 7:27 
– 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to 

offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and 
then for the sins of the people.  

– He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he 
offered himself.  

• Hebrews 9:26-28 
– But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of 

the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of 
himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die once, and 
after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed 
once to take away the sins of many 



Jesus’ sacrifice is done once for all 

• Hebrews 10:11-14 

– 11 Day after day every priest stands and performs 
his religious duties; again and again he offers the 
same sacrifices, which can never take away 
sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all 
time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits 
for his enemies to be made his footstool. 14 For by 
one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those 
who are being made holy 



WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE DIE? 



Jesus’ parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus, the beggar 

• Luke 16:19-25 
– 19 “There was a rich man. . . 20 At his gate was laid a 

beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores  
– 22 “. . . the beggar died and the angels carried him to 

Abraham’s side. The rich man also died . . .23 In 
Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and 
saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24 So 
he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this 
fire.’ 

– 25  . . Abraham replied . . he is comforted here and 
you are in agony. 
 



Hades and paradise: no crossing over 

• Luke 16:26 

– 26 And besides all this, between us and you a 
great chasm has been set in place, so that those 
who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

• Luke 23:43  

– Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 



Hades and paradise: no crossing over 

• Luke 16:26 

– 26 And besides all this, between us and you a 
great chasm has been set in place, so that those 
who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

• Luke 23:43  

– Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 

1. The concept of purgatory as a place of 
torment got its source from this parable: it is 
Hades 

2. However its being a temporary place where 
souls are cleansed is not supported by 
Scripture – this parable tells us it will exist 
until it will be thrown to the lake of fire in 
the final judgment (Revelation 20:14) 

3. There is no crossing over – the salvation of 
the soul through man’s prayers is not biblical 



Hades and paradise: no crossing over 

• Luke 16:26 

– 26 And besides all this, between us and you a 
great chasm has been set in place, so that those 
who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

• Luke 23:43  

– Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 

Who can go to paradise? 
1. Those who called on the name of the Lord 

(John 3:16; Acts 4:12; Romans 10:13) 
2. Those born of water and the spirit (Holy 

Spirit) (John 3:5-8) 
3. All are still alive on earth when they made 

this choice or decision 
4. The dead cannot make this decision, they 

have no more choice – they now face 
judgment (Hebrews 9:27) 



Hades and paradise: no crossing over 

• Luke 16:26 

– 26 And besides all this, between us and you a 
great chasm has been set in place, so that those 
who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

• Luke 23:43  

– Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 

1. Mary as the intercessor for the souls in 
purgatory is also not biblical 

2. Who is the real intercessor? 



It is Jesus and the Holy Spirit 

• Hebrews 7:24-25 
– 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent 

priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to 
save completely those who come to God through him, 
because he always lives to intercede for them. 

• Romans 8:26-27 
– 26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 

We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless 
groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the 
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
God’s people in accordance with the will of God. 



Who is the biblical Mary? 

• Blessed among women because she agreed and 
obeyed to become the human vessel to carry Jesus 
(Luke 1:26-56) 

• Had other children after Jesus was born (Matthew 
12:46; Matthew 13:55) 

• Was with Jesus in Cana and on His crucifixion (John 
2:1-11; Matthew 27:55-56) 

• Met Jesus after He resurrected and in Bethany (=the 
ascension) (Acts 1) 

• Received the Holy Spirit and must have been sharing 
the Good News while she was alive here on earth (Acts 
2) 



Who is the biblical Mary? 

• Died, buried and is now in paradise/with the Lord with the 
rest of the apostles and family who accepted Jesus as Lord 
and Savior (Luke 16:19-25) 

• Waiting for the second coming of Jesus (Mark 13:26-27; 
1Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

• Not biblical (opposing passages from the Bible are 
enclosed in parenthesis)  
– No sin → she is a daughter of Adam thus a sinner needing 

salvation (Romans 3:23) 
– Go body and soul into heaven (Assumption) (1Thess 4:16-17) 
– Intercessor between God and man  (Hebrews 7:24-25; Romans 

8:26-27) 



• John 14:6 

– Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me 

• Acts 4:12   

– Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven given to mankind by 
which we must be saved.” 

 

 



GOD BLESS YOU 


